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t is no secret around the Village that I like to keep my eye on the “dashboard” – a set of key 

indicators that I am consistently checking to make sure we are steering OSV in the right direction. In fact,  

I take a lot of good-natured kidding about how often I peek at the attendance figures each day, eager to see  

if we beat last year’s number.  And I have to admit that I get energized when the daily mail brings in new 

donations, when the sun is shining, the parking lot is full, when I can hear happy children touring the  

 Village, and the visitor comments are upbeat and favorable. 

I am happy to report these indicators have been overwhelmingly positive during the past year – solid proof 

that Old Sturbridge Village is building on last year’s successes and is poised to finish this decade much stronger  

than when it started.  And we owe much of that progress to all of you.

Last year we saw a surge in visitation that we have not experienced in years. We finished the 2008-2009  

fiscal year with attendance up a strong eight percent – to nearly 240,000 visitors – this at a time when many other 

institutions saw declines in visitation. OSV membership also increased eight percent last year to 6,700 member 

households, and donations to our museum have more than doubled over the last two years. These milestones are 

even more important when you realize that we have achieved them during one of the most tumultuous economic 

periods in the last 60 years. 

Here at OSV, we are definitely bucking the bad economy by keeping an eye on cash flow and trimming 

expenses, just like every other prudent business must do these days. But we are energized and working as a team  

to take our museum to the next level. Our staff, volunteers, donors, members, and visitors are united behind  

our love for and commitment to the Village, and our desire to see it succeed and grow.   

And our efforts are clearly paying off.  

The Village experience is certainly resonating more than ever with visitors eager to  

“get back to basics” and see renewed value in a simpler time where common sense and frugality  

were part of day-to-day living.  They are encouraged to see that people survived tough times  

before and – no doubt – will survive them again.

In this special annual report issue of our Visitor magazine, you will read about the year’s 

highlights, including many “firsts” – our new stagecoach, our first Gala, our July 4th fireworks  

success – and about the growth in our internship program and our educational outreach.

But to me, the year’s most important accomplishment is something we cannot see, but we  

can definitely feel.  And it is making a difference.  It is momentum – a positive “buzz” about the  

Village that has been bubbling up and building steam – based on hundreds of favorable feature 

stories in the press, and on thousands of visitors having a wonderful time at OSV and telling their friends to come. 

We hear about our positive momentum from visitors every day, and we see it in our increased attendance, 

membership, and donations. Our staff and volunteers are working harder than ever.  More and more people seem 

aware that the Village is back on track and headed toward a bright future – one that we are so happy to share with 

you. Thank you for all of your support in 2008.  Come back and come often in 2009!

Sincerely,

Jim Donahue 
President and CEO

2008-2009 Building Momentum
      a letter from President Jim Donahue
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Our stagecoach arrived in 2008 – 
a sure sign that the Village is on the move. Imagine 
a small New England Village in the 1830s anticipating the 
arrival of its very first stagecoach – people lining the streets 
and hanging out of windows, eagerly waiting for that first 
glimpse of horses trotting, their manes flowing, with a  
beautiful new stagecoach rumbling in behind them.  

That’s just how all of us at Old Sturbridge Village felt as we began 2008, not only eagerly awaiting the arrival 

of our own authentic stagecoach, but eagerly anticipating all that it represented – progress and momentum for the 

Village – and the start of a new journey forward for the museum.

After years of declining attendance, inadequate funding, and mounting maintenance costs, the Village began  

a turnaround in 2007 with the arrival of its new chief executive officer, Jim Donahue. Under his direction, by 

early 2008, the museum was hitting milestones on all fronts – attendance, program delivery, educational outreach, 

membership, and donor giving.

We were on our way, and on a roll – embarking on a new beginning symbolized by our stagecoach.  

Meticulously researched and handmade to our curators’ exacting standards, the stagecoach is an authentic  

reproduction of the actual Concord stages that rolled through Sturbridge, ferrying passengers from Worcester to 

Hartford in the early 19th century (a trip that once took 12 hours).

In typical Old Sturbridge Village fashion, this unique rolling exhibit was designed not only to be a fun ride 

for visitors, but an historical experience as well – one that teaches people about early transportation in a way they 

won’t soon forget.  

“We could drone on and on about transportation in early New England, but when our visitors get in the 

stagecoach, they can feel it bounce and sway, and they realize how hot and dusty – or cold and wet – stage travel 

could be. Then it’s easy for them to imagine the rigors of long journeys westward by stage,” notes Tom Kelleher, 

OSV curator of historic trades. 
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“OSV was an experience we shall treasure forever.  

Thank you and all those who make OSV one of the top  

activities that we have ever experienced in New England.”  

Roger and Freda Shiner, Kansas City, Missour i  

“Hands down, OSV was the best family fun experience  

and one of the best museum experiences we’ve had to date…  

Your varied presentations kept the interest of all of us at all times… 

We will come again and again.”

 Laura Chmielewski, Tar rytown, New York

           58% of our visitors are  

                    from New England

18% are from other states

16% are from Northeastern 

states beyond New England

8% of our visitors are international visitors

Where do you hail from?

2009



Fun for everybody 

Who doesn’t remember the childhood magic of these 

two words? Opening a whole world of possibilities,  

the idea of  “let’s pretend” is the foundation of  

imaginative play that is the all-important “work”  

of childhood for preschoolers.

At Old Sturbridge Village, where we have dozens 

of adults who dress in historic costume every day,  

 “let’s pretend” is a concept we hold dear to our hearts. 

And we know that to have a great time “pretending,” 

you need great props.   

That’s why in 2008 we refurbished KidStory, 

our perfectly proportioned-for-preschoolers playspace. 

In addition to its ever-popular “dress up” area, KidStory 

now includes a fully stocked replica of our historic Asa 

Knight store counter, more implements and “artifacts” 

for cooking in the kitchen, a “garden” where kids can 

rake, plant, hoe, and harvest vegetables, and much more. 

                                  Now entitled Home Life 

                                 in the 1830s, the updated 

                                     Fitch exhibit is a favorite  

                                    with children because they  

                               can explore and touch so much.    

                          From trying on clothes, to testing the  

                      comfort of reproduction rope beds with  

                     corn husk mattresses, nearly everything is  

                   designed to please do touch. The Fitch 

              renovations were funded by the Robert W.  

            Booth Fund in Memory of George F.  Booth  

        at the Greater Worcester �Community Foundation.

For children with active imagina-

tions, our new outdoor playground 

area spurs large-motor pretend play 

featuring a life-size replica oxen 

hitched to a cart that kids can “drive,” 

a hay barn for climbing, and all the 

props for “building” stone walls and 

split-rail fencing.

Since older kids learn by doing, 

too, an important goal for OSV in 

2008 was the opening of our year-

round Hands-On Crafts Center, 

where older kids and adults can try 

their hands at a number of crafts, including candle- 

dipping, pottery-making, and shaping tin candleholders.

      An ongoing goal at the Village is to find new ways 

for visitors to have fun throughout our 200-acre 

countryside. In today’s urban congestion, having this 

much unspoiled acreage is a true treasure and one we 

want to share with visitors in new ways.  

In 2008 we introduced new activities that fit the 

bill perfectly – a July 4th evening celebration with 

fireworks, and expanded wintertime fun, complete with 

ice-skating and sledding on 1830s-style wooden sleds 

whenever snow permitted.
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What our visitors enjoy  
The stagecoach is a perfect example of how the Village 

is using customer research to guide its programming 

and marketing decisions going forward. Commissioned 

by OSV Vice President Ed Hood, our research study 

revealed that our visitors enjoy and expect hands-on 

activities like riding in a stagecoach – things they  

can experience firsthand.

The research confirmed what we have long 

known – that visitors cherish their conversations  

with our historians in costume.  This interaction with  

interpreters is what OSV is famous for, and it’s what 

people expect when they visit.

 

    In 2008, we dramatically increased the visibility  

of people in costume in the Village. Not only  

do we have more interpreters in costume,  

we have more volunteers, interns, and  

junior interns in costume  

as well.  The rhythm  

of 19th-century life  

is again set by a  

wide range  

of people  

demonstrating  

hundreds of  

historic crafts and  

activities throughout  

the year. 

“The 21st-century visitor to Old Sturbridge  

Village is looking to do more than look,  

walk around, and watch.   

They really want to be part of the action.” 
Jim Donahue. OSV CEO

“Let’s Pretend...”

W I N T E R “The children went sliding – it was excellent.  We brought our own 
sleds, and come to find out your homemade ones were better and faster.”

barbara porra, Nor th Grosvenordale, Connecticut

S P R I N G  “Four grown-ups turned into instant children when they brought 
out the twin lambs. We had such a wonderful time playing the games that 

were available on the green – what a great idea! I can’t wait to visit again.”
Sarah Mocko, Wether sf ield, Connecticut

S U M M E R  “July 4th was a great party! I’ve never seen such a crowd.
The fireworks were great. So much to see and do. Thanks for a full, fun day.”  

Marilyn Medler, Framingham, Massachusetts

F A L L  “We went to the Halloween activity and never had so much fun. 
I have told anyone who would listen what a great experience it was,  

for my 80-year-old-mother to my three-year-old grandchild.” 

Nancy Medeska, Plainvi l le, Connecticut

We learned a lot  
from our survey of 
museum-goers 

97% know the Old  
Sturbridge Village name
 
60% of visitors had been 
to OSV in the past

#1 interest among 
museum-goers: animals, 
followed closely by science, 
nature, hands-on exhibits, 
and American history.  

Happily, Old Sturbridge 
Village has them all!

FUN ALL  year round
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Momentum on mission 
Educational outreach

Budget deficits and sky-high gas prices made field trip 

travel very difficult for a number of schools in 2008, 

and others saw a decrease due to more in-class time 

needed for standardized testing. No matter what the 

reason, when field trips are cancelled, students lose 

out on teachable moments they will remember for a 

lifetime.

That’s why Old Sturbridge Village stepped up its 

educational outreach programs in 2008 – boosting the 

number of students served by our mobile History 
on the Road programs to 3,400 students – a 32 percent 

increase over the previous year. 

We also doubled our efforts to secure funding for 

“Title I” inner-city schools through the Heckscher and 

Schrafft foundations and countless other corporate and 

foundation supporters, making field trips possible for 

more than 60,000 students who could not have visited 

otherwise. Young visitors create quilt 
patterns at a hands-on 
display in the new Fenno 
House textile exhibit.

In 2008, we established an 
annual scholarship program 
for two college interns in 
honor of former OSV Board 
Chairman Bruce Moir.

60,039 students, 4,161 teachers, 
and 923 schools visited OSV.

“You should be very proud. 

OSV impacted me and 47 schoolchildren for life.”

Mandy McCubbin, 5th g rade teacher

Collections outreach

One of our long-term goals at Old Sturbridge  

Village is to “open our closet” and share more of  

our 60,000 historic artifacts with members and 

visitors. We can’t display as many of these treasures as  

we would like, due to space limitations and climate 

control requirements for the most fragile pieces. 

In 2008 we put more of our textile and costume 

artifacts on display as part of a newly updated Fenno 
Textile Exhibit that traces the change from hand-

spun and hand-woven fabric to factory-produced and 

printed textiles. The exhibit has a wonderful “please 

touch” component, so kids and adults alike can feel  

the difference between cotton, wool, linen and silk  

fibers, and yarn. It is a wonderful complement to the 

live demonstrations of spinning, weaving, knitting,  

sewing, and quilting long enjoyed by visitors to the 

Fenno House. 

Repair and restoration at OSV

If you’ve ever owned an old house you know the three 

key words are maintenance, maintenance, maintenance. 

So just imagine what it takes to maintain and repair the 

59 antique buildings at Old Sturbridge Village. Much  

of the necessary, but not necessarily “glamorous,” repair 

work to boilers, chimneys, and roofs is made possible 

through grants from the George I. Alden Trust, The 

George F. and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation, and The 

Stoddard Charitable Trust.

Our team of carpenters, electricians, and grounds- 

keepers must work behind the scenes to keep repair 

efforts on track but “invisible” to visitors to the Village. 

During snowstorms, the crew often works all night to 

have the Village roads and pathways plowed, sanded,  

and ready for visitors in the morning.

One of our most challenging repair projects  

was the restoration of our beloved Freeman 
Farmhouse after a late-night chimney fire in 2007 

severely damaged the kitchen. After nearly a year of 

cleaning, repair, and restoration of the building and 

artifacts within, the Freeman Farmhouse reopened  

in the spring of 2008.

OSV artifacts are in high demand by top museums around  
the country, including Delaware’s Winterthur Museum, Mount  
Vernon, and Colonial  Williamsburg. Our famous Lafayette 
drum went on the road in 2008.  

 “I visited with a group of history teachers on a trip that  

included other sites in Boston, Philadelphia, and  

Colonial Williamsburg. Our OSV guides became  

the gold standard against which we measured all others,  

and none measured up.” 

Judith Parsons, Alpine, Texas

In 2008
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uring the past year I noticed a telling change in the 

public’s perception of Old Sturbridge Village. The momentum we are 

feeling internally here at the Village is being noticed externally as well.  

The enthusiasm felt by staff members and those of us on the Board of 

Trustees is spreading – proof that the museum’s renaissance continues.  

Now, whenever the name of the Village is mentioned, my friends, 

business associates, and clients invariably comment that they have seen and heard 

about the Village’s remarkable comeback. 

We have worked hard to offer new programs in an ongoing effort to improve 

our visitor experience. We have generated a remarkable amount of favorable publicity 

about the Village and its programs, resulting in steady gains in members and visitors. 

Last year we experienced the first significant increase in attendance  

at OSV in more than 30 years. Clearly, ending years of declining  

attendance is the year’s greatest achievement.

While revenue from attendance and membership is up and fund-

raising has increased, the Village is not out of the woods yet. Losses in 

prior years have left us with little room for error. Like everyone else, 

our endowment has been hurt badly by the plunge in the stock market. 

While our goals continue to include increasing attendance and fund-

raising, we have had to cut expenses as well. With the cooperation of  

our outstanding staff, we have made significant cuts without affecting 

our programs. The end result is that we now believe we have a realistic 

and attainable balanced budget in place for the forthcoming year.

Despite necessary cuts, we are continuing to build for the future. We finally 

have a highly successful volunteer program in place, and we have nearly doubled our 

internship program – an important step in training the next generation of historians 

and preservationists. 

OSV’s renaissance is continuing through the support of our donors and through 

active participation by members of the Board of  Trustees and our dedicated staff. 

However, this renaissance would not be possible without the exemplary leadership  

of our President and CEO, Jim Donahue, who has energized us all. It has been an  

exciting year, but I firmly believe the best is yet to come for OSV.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Brockelman

Chairman

Momentum gets noticed
OSV Goes to Washington

In February, Trustee Donna DeCorleto brought the 

Village to our nation’s capital, hosting an extravagant 

cocktail reception in the Rayburn building for almost 

200 Senate and congressional leaders, their staff, and 

dignitaries from throughout the Washington, D.C., 
area. Costumed interpreters roamed the floor,  

engaging guests in conversation about early New  

England history while magician Bob Olson captivated 

our D.C. guests with the magic of Old Sturbridge  

Village. Congressman Richard Neal welcomed the  

Village to Washington and pledged his continued  

support for our mission.  

The museum hosts Gala and  

filmmaker Ken Burns	

Every museum depends on successful fund-raising, and 

in 2008, Old Sturbridge Village hosted two very special 

events. First, acclaimed documentary filmmaker  

Ken Burns “came home” to OSV, where he made 

his very first film as a college student in 1975. Burns  

is famous for his acclaimed PBS films, The Civil  War, 

Baseball, and The War,  a series about World  War II.  

According to the late historian Stephen Ambrose, 

“more Americans get their history from Ken Burns 

than any other source.”  We hosted an intimate  

fund-raising dinner in Burns’ honor, which raised 

$25,000 and helped us reach out to new donors.

     Taking a cue from the museum’s momentum,  

the Village hosted its very first fund-raising Gala,  

appropriately titled, “Keep the Ball Rolling.” After 

eight months of planning and hard work, the volunteer 

Gala committee, headed by Trustee Ann Marie Argitis, 

pulled off a stunning success.  The event, attended by 

nearly 300 people, netted $90,000 for the Village, more 

than double the goal.

Spreading the word about OSV 

A key part of building our momentum in 2008 was 

spreading the good news about Old Sturbridge Village. 

More than 1,200 news stories mentioned OSV 

in 2008, nearly triple the previous year’s total. News of  

our attendance gains and features about the museum’s 

programs were carried on television stations all over 

New England and published in major newspapers 

across the country.

Members make it happen 

We enjoyed astonishing growth in our membership  

in 2008, and we know that members are both the  

foundation of our museum and the driving force  

behind its growth. Members visit rain or shine, in  

summer and winter, and in good times and bad.   

They bring their families and friends, their kids and 

grandchildren, and they bring visitors to us from 

outside New England, introducing thousands from 

around the world to our museum each and every year. 

Members are our most loyal supporters and our most 

honest critics. We value their opinions and cherish their 

memories. Members are our family.

Thank you for your support.

In a Food Network 
program about Old  
Sturbridge Village that 
aired nationally, host 
Adam Gertler learned  
to milk cows, chop wood, 
and cook over the hearth. 
Here he churns butter as 
the camera rolls.

Attendance rises at Old Sturbridge Village
The Boston Globe

Even in a bad economy, Old Sturbridge Village is thriving
The Republican

Attendance jumps at Old Sturbridge Village
The Providence Journal

Old Sturbridge Village Attendance Up 8 percent in 2008
reuters

“ “

“ “

“ “

“ “

Renaissance in the Air
      a letter from Chairman Michael D. Brockelman
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Bichop J. and Linda L. Nawrot
John H. and Nancy J. Whiton

Sturbridge Society
($1,500–$2,499)
George B. Arnold, Jr., and  
    Harriet T. Arnold
David C. Brough
Michael Cimini and  
    Angela Cheng-Cimini
James R. Cottrell, Jr., and Harriet A. Otis
Louis E. Fazen and N. Lynn Eckhert
Bruce A. and Lucia B. Field
Thomas M. Hall
Reed and Therese Hillman
Patricia B. and Robert P. Kiley
Jane E. and Dennis A. Neslusan
Dennis C. and Carol H. O’Dowd
Anthony C. and Sally Pini
Arline W. Rayner
Mary S. Risley
Paul E. and Barbara J. Rogers
Jon J. Skillman and Luanne Selk
Alexander J. Wall III and Kathleen R. Wall
Worcester Men of Song

Federalist Society
($1,000–$1,499)
Richard A. Altman
Paul E. Baran
John and Kay Bassett
Elaine Beals
Ruth Boniface
Lincoln H. and Virginia H. Bordeaux
Dorothy D. and Edward G. Brandenberger
Richard R. and Patricia Clemence
Linda and Peter Connly
Albert J. and Doris DiGregorio
James E. Donahue
Joel E. and Thora F. Dumont
Christine Ermenc and William Hosley
James W. and Alvonia H. Fitzhugh
Marilyn Forke
Janet E. and Robert H. Garon
Constance Godfrey
Howard L. Goodenough, Jr., and  
   Gail C. Goodenough
R. Reed Grimwade and  
    Lois H. Grimwade
William Hamill
Nancy M. Hanslip
Ed Hood and Nan Wolverton
Edward P. and Elizabeth P. Jaeger
Marianne J. and John Jeppson
Harry M. Johnson
Henry R. and Jane A. Keene
Alison C. Kenary
Crawford and Ann G. Lincoln
Ann and Peter Lindblad
Jane C. Lyman
Mary and Terence O’Coin
Marion S. Palm
James Parkinson, Jr.
Peter A. Paskevich
Russell J. and Jennifer Peotter
Lloyd W. Pote
Paul S. and Anne T. Rapo
John A. and Nancy A. Ringrose
Robert E. and Mary A. Roemer
Lee H. and Cecilia Sandwen
Alberta Sebolt George and  
    Albert J. George
Charles T. Skillings
Virginia Sloane
Barbara H. Wuth
Richard P. and Sandra K. Zimon

Emerson and Laura Bixby 
Society
($500–$999)
John and Susan Bassick
Paul and Mary Brough
Edward Lee Cave
Henry J. and Elaine Ciborowski
Nancy M. Cline
Susan R. and Marc A. Daniel-Dreyfus
Rosemary V. Donahue
Charles E. and Celeste M. Frappier
Edward and Anna May Galonek
Laura M. Harrison
Roberta Bell Hourigan
Sara and Robert E. Hunt
Ray and Judy Jaeger
Paul Damon and Jackie Littlefield
Sarah L. and Arthur J. Ludwick
James B. Lyon
Alfred L. McKee, Jr., and Betsy W. McKee
Margaret H. and Jeffrey H. Pierce
Richard D. and Susan Pirner
G. Roger Poynton
Shirley I. and Robert S. Reichenberg
Frederick J. and Bonnie M. Rich
Jeanne E. Richard
Thomas V. Root
Cheryl A. Suzio and Mark Minore
Herbert M. and Jean S. Varnum
Don M. and Alethia G. White

Pliny and Delia Freeman 
Society
($250–$499)
Meredith F. Adams
Alvino Aliberti
George A. Balko III
James H. and Georgia B. Barnhill
Robert L. Beal
Katherine L. and William G. Beattie
Norma and John Boniface
Van M. and Wanda E. Brown
Ann E. and Daniel Carlson
Leo T. Chylack, Jr., and Sara L. Chylack
Thomas R. and Jeannine S. Creamer
Garfield W. and Sylvia S. Danenhower
Paul and Pamela DeLacey
Gretchen and Stephen Doret
Robert W. and Marie Dudley
Enid S. Dwyer
Allan M. Feldman
Catherine M. Fennelly
James G. and Elizabeth F. Fisher
Alan C. and Cheryl A. Fraser
Donna G. Gay
Joseph and Debra Giannino
David L. and Kathy Hardwick
Harry Hazlehurst III and  
    Marion Hazlehurst
David J. and Joan M. Healy
Eileen Hiney
Robert E. and Joan C. Jubinville
Craig and Hope Kelley
Kevin Kesby
Edward R. King
David S. and Lucinda Lee
Elizabeth P. Lent
Dudley R. and Joan B. Marsh
Shirley Molt
Ann Elizabeth Mosher
Constance F. Nicklin and Brian D. Cleaver
Ralph A. Peck, Jr., and Jane M. Peck
Richard H. and Janice M. Potter
Scott M. and Beth A. Powell
David A. and Diane I. Rajotte
Richard J. and Barbara J. Rossman
Daniel W. and Carol P. Shimek
Irwin B. and Melinda M. Simon
Joseph and Charlene Stolberg
Jeffrey A. Stolz and  
    Elizabeth Coolidge-Stolz
Stephen J. Szydlik
Virginia F. and Joseph P. Wagenseller
Richard T. and Margaret E. Watson
Richard T. Winn and Corinne Broderick

Contributing
($150–$249)
Virginia L. Aldrich
Ruth L. and David M. Anderson
William S.  Andreas
Bryant and Elisabeth Andrews
Anonymous
Roger Banks and Rachel Faugno
Gordon and Joan P. Battye
Richard A. and Ann Marie Bellico
Lawrence Boniface
Peter Brush
Richard L. and Claudia Bushman
Douglas P. Butler
John W. Calkins
Adrienne J. Cavarly
Jon B. Chaney
Carol and Barnett Childress
James L. Conrad, Jr., and Benita A. Conrad
David  W. and Joan L. Cooney
Janice Braem DeLisle and Peter A. DeLisle
John and Sarah Dinius
Peter B. and Joanne J. Dirlam
David and Mary Dunn
Harriet E. and Frederick R. Eckhardt
J. Michael and Deborah Edwards
Robert L. and Linda J. Fiscus
Gerard and Laura Geggis
James Glickman and Elissa Gelfand
Robert B. and Katherine L. Green
Gregory and Barbara L. Hale

Brian and Susan Hill
Stephen H. Howe
Edwin L. and Elizabeth M. Hubbard
Virginia W. Hughes
D. Alden and Patricia A. Johnson
Gary P.  Johnson and Luana Josvold
Marian B. Koob
Bruce and Donna Kosa
Catherine S. Kunashevsky
Claude and Gail La Plume
Warren C. Lane, Jr.
Lucille A. Langlois
Ken LaRochelle
Talbert E. and Irma H. Lauter
Richard C. Lavigne
Richard A. and Jean H. Leif
Tedd and Carol Levy
William T. Lonergan, Jr., and  
    Jean B. Lonergan
Morgan and Barbara H. Mann
Jennifer and John Markham
Michael F. and Sharon E. Miller
Andrew and Suzanne Molnar
Charles Monahan
Barrett Morgan
Peter S. and Jerry Morgan
Philip R. and Gale Y. Morgan
James and Patricia Moynihan
Ann Marie Mumm and  
    Robert C. Kersting
Richard B. and Regina E. Newell
Patricia O. and Roger Newton
Matthew and Laura A. Pinson
Hertha M. E. Platzer
Gordon G. and Francoise Pratt
Arthur Proulx
Carleton L. Quint
Gail Reen
Barnes and Helen Riznik
Edward J. and Linda B. Robbins
Roy S. Rovozzo
Robin and Ken Savinelli
Paul E. and Barbara J. Schildt
John F. Stevens and Nancy D. Berube
Lawrence R. Stires, Jr.
Sturbridge Children Dentistry
Jane D. and Victor M. Sullivan
Richard Tavelli
John E. and Judith D. Taylor
Jay D. and Karen Trepp
David C. and Kristine M. Wade
Kenneth R. Wadland
Alexander J. Wall IV and Marie Kent
Wayland B. and Elaine Wheaton
Robert M. Whelan, Jr., and  
    Kathleen M. Whelan

Participating
(under $150)
Charles and Jane Accatino
Robert M. and Elizabeth L. Adam
James D. and Jennifer C. Adams
Sharon S. Ambrose
Dale C. Anderson
Anonymous
Ruth M. Atcheson
Carl Austin
Isobel J. Baade
Regina K. Badura and Egbert E. Most
Harriett H. Bailey
Henry C. and Janice L. Baldwin
Jeffrey D. Barnes and Suzanne  
    Palitsch Barnes
Ruth Barr
Lee Farnsworth Bartlett III
Lynne Z. and David J. Bassett
Christine Bates
Christopher and Christine Beard
Cathie Beausoleil
Michael P. Bedard and  
    Patricia Y.  Thiebeaux
Jody Behrbaum
Ronald L. and Luann V. Benoit

† deceased

Old Sturbridge 

Incorporated 

Leadership
2008–2009
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James and Judy Bergin
Doris L. Bessette
Kristin and Kerin Biggins
Nancy L. and Jacob L. Bloom
Ralph C. Bloom
BNI Business Visionaries
Susanna Bonta
Sheila A. Botti and Rocco A. Marino
Robert J. and Ruth H. Bozzo
Gordon C. and Lou Anne Branche
Christopher J. and Carolyn A. Brandt
John E. and Judith A. Brennan
F. Gorham Brigham, Jr., and  
    Amy B. Brigham
Ellen M. and Steven R. Brill
Alice S. Britton
James B. Broadhurst
Arthur J. Brockelman, Jr., and  
    Nancy J. Brockelman
R. A. and Helen K. Brockelman
Louis C. and Mildred Broughton
Neal G. and Deborah A. Brower
Donna Brown and Christopher Mayer
Clifford W. Brown and Marilyn Brownell
David S. and Christine D. Brown
Donald P. and Robin H. Brown
George J. and Madeline Bunder
George Burch and Judith Boyd
Clarence A. Burley
Emma K. Butenas
Thomas F. and Kathy Cahill
Camilla Calcagni
Dana L. Campbell
Lucille A. and John F. Canavan
Shelly Carey
Richard A. and Linda K. Carter
Wendy M. and Richard P. Cehon, Jr.
Dean P. and Michele H. Chaffe
The Chafouleas Family
Renee M. and Wayne Chambers
Mrs. Melville Chapin†
James C. and Constance Chesebrough
Harold R. and Laurel A. Chesson
Joseph W. Chevarley, Jr., and  
    Judith M. Chevarley
Craig and Mary Cheyne
Carlton and Phyllis Chickering
Catherine O. Childs
Theodore and Pamela Christensen
Robert J. and Annette M. Christie
Robert D. Ciskowski and Kathryn D. Held
Thomas and Victoria Clark
Joseph and Darcy Coderre
Myron A. and Lola Y. Cohen
Lester K. and Donna Jean Collett
Bella Collette
Kathleen M. Comer
Rene P. and Lynne Comtois
Ruth S. Converse
William A. and Nancy N. Cook
Marcia and Matthew Cook
Robert C. Cornoni
Lee and Beth Correira
David and Jean Cossey
Richard E. and Charlotte H. Cote
Howard and Margaret Cotton
Glenn R. and Dale Coulter
Carole M. and John T. Cox
Robert D. Cox, Jr.
Linda Cragin
Frank S. and Mary W. Crane
Harold S. Crowley, Jr.
James D. and Mildred Crue
William D. and Mary D. Cutler
Donald H. Cyr
John R. and Joann S. Daly
Daniel and Kristie D’Arcangelo
G. Allan Dash III and Georgia P. Dash
MaryLou Davis
Donald L. and Elaine J. Davis
Robert A. and Carol J. Davis
Robert and Margaret De N. Cope
John M. and Elizabeth O. Dean
Marilyn Dekan

Glenn C. DeMallie
Robert F. and Janet L. Derby
Dorothy B. Derick
Patricia Derwinski and Bruce Swaybill
Robert and Lois Desaulniers
Patricia Devoe
R. Bruce Dewey and  
    Jody Andrews Dewey
John M. and Joan C. Dewsnap
Maria DiBonaventura
Elizabeth Diggs
Dorothy G. and Ernest L. Dimmock, Jr.
Edward and Elaine Donahue
Richard F. and Rebecca B. Donohue
Joseph C. and Lynne E. Dowden
William J. and Mary Drena
Howard Drobner and Maxine Garbo
Raymond W. and Helen M. Duffy
Norman L. and Rita L. Duhamel
Shirley L. Dunbar
David W. and Barbara D. Dykhouse
Douglas K. Earle
Joel C. Eberlin
Walter J. and Mary J. Engels
James A. and Barbara England
Linwood M. Erskine, Jr.
William L. and Katherine P. Ewen
Steven A. Fangmann and  
    Lucia D. Fangmann
David H. and Elizabeth G. Farrell
Marnie Faupel
Eugene Feher
Tony Felice and Marybeth Gorke-Felice
Margaret A. Ferraro and  
    Kenneth C. Crater
Nina Fiorelli
Gunther and Thais J. Fischel
David R. and Linda S. Fisher
Aubrey V. Fisher
Steven Flanders
Paul J. and Jane Foley
Peter J. Foley and Ellen K. Russell
Mary Fontana
Keith D. and Cathy A. Ford
Lynnette E. Foucher
Jerry and Debbie Fraine
Mark J. Frederick and  
    Katrina L. Starr-Frederick
Stephen A. Freitas
Robert and Mary Lou Friedlander
Eileen G. Fritz
Jean O. Frost
Burton R. and Margaret R. Frost
Lawrence P. and Laura H. Fuhro
Mark W. and Janice I. Fuller
William and Patricia L. Gaetjens
Walter and Joanne Gailey
Myrna Garber
Michael L. and Linda J. Gardner
Roland A. and Polly Gauthier
Richard H. and Lee Y. Genereux
Fred C. and Gail A. Gersch
Michael and Robin Giguere
Robert F. and Jane M. Gilmore
Jacqueline E. Girard
Paul V. Glorioso and  
    Ingrid Zengel-Glorioso
Vicki E. Goehring
Erika J. Goldberg and Steven Kurland
Mary S. and Sydney R. Goodrich
Seth and Jenna Goodman
Robert and Sharon Gormbley
Bruce L. and Patricia J. Graham
Robert and Mimi Grant
Robert W. Grant
David M. and Kathryn A. Gravel
Albert B. and Arlene L. Gray
Mary E. Gresham
Edward and Angela Griefen
Daniel J. and Judith H. Grillo
Marsha B. Grills
Eileen F. Grimmer
George D. and Sandra R. Groom
Judith and David Grosjean
Anne C. Grosvenor
Terri Guetti

Donald and Nancy Haapakoski
Gary L. Hagenbuch
David J. and Marjorie Hall
Mary H. Hall
Richard W. and Gail R. Hallen
Stanley A. Hamel
Mary Jane and Hans Hansen
William N. and Sally A. Hardy
Gary E. and Mary Lou Haroian
Irene C. Harrington
Leon and Paula Harrison
Chad and Carolyn A. Hart
Lee W. and Rose Hartman
Richard R. Hartman
Carol R. Hartz
Michael and Sharon L. Haselkorn
Theodore R. and Martha W. Haskell
William H. and Kate Heald
Tracey and Craig Healy
Jeffrey P. and Catherine E. Hehman
John F. Hess
C. Michael Hiam and Marina Livshits
Mary K. Hicks
Claire Hoernig
William L. Hoffman
Doris Holmberg
Donald E. and Beatrice Hooper
Nelson J. Horr
Philip E. Hoskins
Andrew and Mariel Houle
James and Cynthia Howard
Robert H. and Susan R. Howe
Christopher Howes and Serena Scace
Thomas C. and Susan D. Huard
Dean A. and Beverly Huggins
Patricia A. Hussey
Douglas J. Ingalls
Julie and Richard Jaquish
Christopher W. and Julia C. Jenkins
Cynthia H. Jenkins
Catherine W. Jenkins
H. Ted Jensen, Jr.
David H. Johnson
Robert E. Johnson, Jr., and Marion  
    M. Johnson
Arlene Johnson-Drawbridge
Marjorie E. Jones
Joyce A. Jordan
John Jorgenson
Michael A. Kaciuba, Jr., and  
    Patricia Kaciuba
Peter W. and Joyce E. Kalika
Robert and Sue Kancir
Scott and Denise Karkos
Myra Karstadt
Richard Kaskeski
Joseph P. and Helene R. Kasprzak
Joseph L. Keith III and Sara M. Keith
Richard P. and Jeanne A. Kempskie
James B. Kenary IV
Paul G. and Beth A. Kheboian
Deborah Kidder and Robert Wolff
William L. and Jane M. Kidder
Nancy E. and Robert R. Kimball
Joan and Janna King
Henry L. Kirkendall, Jr., and  
    Maureen E. Kirkendall
Sandra and Robert Kittila
John and Judy Klaas
John B. and Barbara Kleiman
Peter C. and Deborah S. Knight
Vincent Kordack
Gerald and Susan Kortfelt
Peter N. and Sandra P. Kotsifas
John J. and Sara D. Koziol
David and Barbara P. Krashes
Louis R. and Teresa A. Kronfeld
Christopher Kueffner and Caroly Kueffner
Mary A. Kuntz and Julie L. Stephens
James and Jennifer Lach
Jim B. and Lisa C. Lamoureux
Jane E. Landgren
Donald K. and Elinor H. Lange

Thomas J. and Nina B. LaPlante
Jay and Sally Larmon
Patricia Lavin
Daniel Lavoie
Stephen E. and Joy M. LeClaire
Paul and Louise S. Lee
Randolph M. and Tracy Bodine Lee
Fiona Leek and Stephen Dolan
Brian C. and Sandi Lincoln
David W. and Carole R. Lodding
John M. Longden
Elizabeth Macintyre
Iain M. and Cynthia K. MacKay
Raymond J. and Cheryl MacMath
Douglas E. and Janet F. MacMillan
Florence M. Madison
Doreen and Michael J. Maloney
Richard P. and Candace G. Mandel
Douglas P. and Doris M. Mantz
Thomas K. and Constance P. Marshall
John H. Mayer and Irwin Krieger
Barbara H. Mayer
Thomas S. and Mildred B. McBroome
Wayne and Judith W. McCormack
Patrick F. and Lisa L. McGarrah
Francis J. and Barbara L. McGarry
William C. and Joy W. McGovern
John McNamara
Marilyn L. Medler
Thomas W. and Gay H. Mertz
John and Anne Messier
Donald Metz, Jr., and Cynthia Metz
Stephen A. and Sandra J. Metz
Elizabeth A. and Bernard F. Meyer
Basil P. and Patricia Michaeles
Charles H. Michet and  
    Patricia A. McDonald
Michael W. Mickiewicz
Stacey duBell Mileti and Robert J. Mileti
Patricia Miller
John E. Miller and  
    Bonnie-Jean MacKinnon
Renee B. and Philip W. Miller
Paul A. and Marilyn K. Mills
John O. and Diane K. Mirick
Lori and Patrick Morrill
William and Gail Moulton
Robert R. and Elizabeth A. Mullan
John J. Murphy
David and Johanna Musselman
Robert W. Mustain, Jr., and  
    Elizabeth Mustain
Gay Myers and Lance Mayer
Wallace H. Myers
Carole Myles
Richard Nagy
Robert and Zsuzsa Neff
Virginia R. Neri
Drew A. and Linda W. Nicholson
Jayashree and Prasad Nimmagadda
Catherine L. Noble
Scott and Katherine Norrie
Donita and Greg Nyman
Joyce W. O’Claire
Ann O’Connell
Richard and Bernice Oeser
Joan W. and C. David Oliphant
Alice and Richard Osgood
Melvin H. Osterman and  
    Norma Meacham
Susan A. Owens
Cari F. Palmer
Leonard C. and Kathy M. Panaggio
Michael and Michele Pangle
Todd R. and Heather Panico
Pamela E. Parker
Paul and Carol Parker
William and Sandra Parsons
Gary J. and Earlene M. Pellegrini
William F. and Mary Penny

Daniel W. and Charleen O. Perry
John P. Peterkin
Colleen Peters
Charles A. Peters
Elizabeth Peterson
Jerry and Ewa Piekielniak
Robert B. Pierce, Jr., and Marita Pierce
James Pioppi
Philip L. and Marsha R. Platt
Christopher and Joanne Podles
Maurice R. Poirier
Helen B. Pond
Patricia Potter and Jonathan Potter, Jr.
Erin C. Pratt
Allison Pregent and Rene Pregent
Karl M. and Karen E. Prewo
Bonnie Prindle and Larry Davis
Daniel M. and Marilyn Prouty
Mark and Kathleen Puliafico
Kenneth J. and Mary Jane Quarti
Susan Quick
Kevin P. and Mary Lou Quinlan
Lucinda S. and Robert N. Radaker
Lynda Rahenkamp
David L. and Paula Raiche
Melinda Ramsby and Greg Makowski
Walter Regep
Lawrence Reich
Scott M. Reichenberg
Erica and Jim Reilly
Max and Carol Remington
William and Ellen Rewinski
Roland Reynolds, Jr.
Amadio J Ricci, Sr., and Jacqueline Ricci
Sheila C. and Stanley E. Rich
Ellen F. Rigatti
Samuel G. and Evelyn J. Rineer
Samuel J. and Genevieve U. Robb
Donald F. and Bethany A. Roberts
Josef W. and Diane A. Rokus
Theodore and Diane Rollins
W. J. Rorabaugh
Kathleen Rose
Michael J. Rossi
Monique Roth
Edmund J. and Rosemary W. Rotty
Michael J. and Lois J. Rudd
Lawrence H. and Ruthann Ryan
Frank E. Sadowski, Jr., and  
    Alice R. Sadowski
Judith C. Schenck and Mark D. Holbrook
Martin and Jeannine Schetzen
Gerald Schofield, Jr., and  
    Susan M. Schofield
Bruce and Joyce Schoppe
James R. Schumacher and L. Mangione
Steven C. and Darcy A. Schwartz
Ruth Schwendeman
Peter R. and Jutta R. Scott
John W. Scott
Peggy S. Scott
Carol L. Seager
Nancy L. Sencabaugh and  
    John Maciaszczyk
Wilson H. and Carol L. Seward
David G. Shapiro
Josephine G. Sheldon and  
    Leslie E. Sheldon III
Ross G. Siddell, Jr., and Rick J. Valeriay
Joan S. Siedenburg
Robert C. and Celeste C. Simmons
Richard D. Sisson, Jr. and Glena D. Sisson
Theodore G. and Peg Slaiby
J. Philip and Loretta K. Smith
Norman R. Smith
Laurence Smith
John E. and Janet S. Sodergren
Stephen G. and Beth Solley
Billy and Lisa Soo
Edna Sorenson
Daniel Soucy
Jeffrey E. and Diane M. Soukup
Mark and Jennifer Souza
Charles J. Spencer, Jr. and Edna Spencer
Irwin and Florence Spiess
Sandra L. Sprecker

Katherine Staack
Keith H. Stackhouse
John and Lyn Stearns
Glenn A. and Diane V. Steinberg
David and Carole Stewart
Beth Stone
Ernest R. and Sherryl K. Stonebraker
Robert Straus
Donald H. and Katherine C. Stuhlman
Sturbridge Family Chiropractic
Martha Sullivan
Walter H. Sutton
Jeffrey Swaim
E. Corbin and Helen L. Sweeney
Janina Swiacki
Marshall and Bonnie M. Szalay
James E. and Paula Tashjian
Jeff M. Tasse and Mary K. McGuire
Marita M. Tasse
George W. Tetler III and Sheila Tetler
Ronald M. and Julie F.  Thalheimer
Adeline P.  Theis
Paula Thompson and David B. Chosiad
Dale Thompson and Frederick T. Buhler
Robert W. and Brenda G. Thompson
John L. and Dorothy D. Thorndike
Jack C. Thornton, Jr., and  
    Judith A. Thornton
Sumner B. Tilton, Jr. and Martha S. Tilton
Sidney B. Tomlinson
Francis R. and Margaret J. S. Trainor
Terrance Trickett
Benjamin and Nancy Tully
Patrick M. and Mary Ann Tynan
Dean F. and Ann Uphoff
Jeannine Uppgard
Leonard A. and Patricia M. Vairo
Bert J. and Lucy A. Vanderhoof
Scott and Deborah Varrell
Peter W. and Mary E. Vigeant
Barbara Villano
Susan Voorhis
Robert D. and Janet Vrecenak
Allan and Carrie Walker
James E. Wallace, Jr.
Joane D. Warner
Mary Alice Waugh
James R. and Nancy E. Weckback
Raymond A. and Nancy J. Wedlake
Faith A. Weidner and James E. Miller
Lois Ann and William Weissenburger
Mark H. and Cherie M. Weston
Pauline J. and Robert White
Dana T. Whitman, Jr. and  
    Helen H. Whitman
David Whitney and Lissa Carroll
William R. and Janet A. Whittier
Dudley D. and Judith B. Williams
Jean M. Williams and Nicholas G. Grant
Allan J. Wilson
Arnold P. and Christine A. Wilson
Avril Winks
Scott and Carol Wipper
Carrie Wood and Edward Nobrega
Susan B. and David K. Woodbury
Mark and Linda Worchel
William N. and Ursula S. Wright
Paul and Marie Wynn
Barbara L. and Bruce E. Wyrebek
Christopher V. Yacino and  
    Mary Sughrue-Yacino
Maureen Duffy Young
Steve and Amy Zander
Jim and Jane Zavistoski
Bruce and Jolene Zukauskas

The Business  
Partner Program

Platinum Member
($10,000 and more)
Country Bank for Savings
F. A. Bartlett Tree Expert Company
Hewlett-Packard Company
New Boston Fund, Inc.
Ocean Spray Cranberries
Southbridge Savings Bank
Yankee Spirits, Inc.

Gold Member
($4,000 and more)
FLEXcon Company, Inc.
The Publick House Historic Inn
United Lens Company, Inc.

Silver Member
($2,500 and more)
Avidia Bank
Bollus Lynch, LLP
Excel Dryer, Inc.
Fallon Community Health Plan
Hometown Bank
McGrath Insurance Group, Inc.
R. C. Knox and Company, Inc.
Schmidt Equipment, Inc.
TD Banknorth Massachusetts
Tufts Health Plan
Wal-Mart 
Xtra Mart Convenience Stores

Bronze Member
($1,250 and more)
All Star Premium Products
BJ’s Wholesale Club
Commerce Insurance Company
Conval, Inc.
G & F Industries, Inc.
Marcus Brothers Textiles Inc.
National Grid
Northeast Merchant Systems
Savers Bank

Associate Member
($500 and more)
Bose Corporation
Burnham & Nale Insurance Agency
Cabot Creamery Cooperative, Inc.  
Cambridge Trust Company
FMG Financial Services, Inc.
Incom, Inc.
Kanzaki Specialty Papers Inc.
Mastermans, LLP
OFS Fitel
Owens Corning Basement Finishing  
    Systems of Boston
Pinnacle Health
Southbridge Credit Union
St. Kolbe Design
Sturbridge Veterinary Hospital
Universal Tag, Inc.
Veolia Water North America  
    Operating Services, LLC
Warren Pump, Inc.
Webco Chemical Corporation
Worthington Corrugated Box, Inc.

Participating 
(less than $500)
Benefit Development Group
Cutler Capital Management
Kashuk, Bourgault, Kittredge &  
    Frustaci, P. C.
Polito Development Corporation
Pratt Trucking Company Inc.
Richco Products Inc.
Unibank for Savings

Matching Gifts
ADP Foundation
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
AT&T Foundation
Babson Capital Management LLC
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Boeing Gift Matching Program
Corning Incorporated Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
FM Global Foundation
The Ford Foundation Matching  
    Gift Program
GE Foundation
Give with Liberty
Hewlett-Packard Company
IBM International Foundation
Insight Experience, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Liberty Mutual Insurance Group
MassMutual
Microsoft Corporation
Morgan-Worcester, Inc.
National Grid
The New York Times Company  
    Foundation
NRG Energy, Inc.
Pitney Bowes Employee Involvement 
    Fund
PNC Foundation
Saint-Gobain Corporation Foundation
United Technologies Matching  
    Gift Program
Verizon Foundation

Foundations and  
Project Support
Bank of America Charitable  
    Foundation (BP)
Biogen Idec Foundation (BP)
Citizens Bank Foundation (BP)
Dirlam-Morris Charitable Trust
E. Stanley and Alice M. Wright  
    Foundation
Felicia Fund, Inc.
Fred Harris Daniels Foundation, Inc.
George F. and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation
George I. Alden Trust
George W. Wells Foundation
The Robert W. Booth Fund in memory  
    of George F. Booth at the Greater  
    Worcester Community Foundation
Hanover Insurance Group Foundation, 
    Inc. (BP)
H.G. and M.R. Anderson Foundation
Heckscher Foundation for Children
Howland Family Foundation
Hyde/Dexter-Russell Charitable  
    Foundation (BP)
Jean Nichols Charitable Trust
Nichols Trust
Ruth H. and Warren A. Ellsworth  
    Foundation
Saquish Foundation
Sovereign Bank Foundation (BP)
Stoddard Charitable Trust
Straetz Foundation
William E. and Bertha E. Schrafft  
    Charitable Trust
Wal-Mart Foundation
Wyman-Gordon Foundation

† deceased

bp= business partner
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State and Federal Grants
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Cultural Council

Memorial Gifts
Shirley M. Bettke and Edward W. Bettke II
   Edward W. Bettke
Sidney H. Curtis
    Linda M. Wilder Curtis
Lewis C. Cooper
   Ann S. Cooper
Sackett Duryee
  The George F. and Sybil H. Fuller  
  Foundation
Rita Martel
   Paul S. and Anne T. Rapo
Rachel Nicklin
   George K. Nicklin III
Joan Stanley
   Community Health Center
   Joseph C. and Carolyn M. Brooks
   Naomi Hosoya
   James C. MacDonald
Jane Pelletier
   Walter J. and Anne M. Conley
Virginia Risley
   David C. de Sieyes

Honorary Gifts
Gordon De Wolf
    David A. and Virginia E. Belforte
Wayne Phaneuf
    Peter and Lori Anastos
Elizabeth H. Peppel
    Dean and Janet O. Fales

Gifts to the Endowment
David R. and Arlene K. Maack
Kenneth C. and Marilyn S. Ebbitt
Dwight K. Bartlett III
Edward W. Bettke

Gifts to the Moir Senior 
Intern Endowment
In support of two senior internships
Michael Cimini and  
    Angela Cheng-Cimini
John A. and Judith A. Currie
Donna A. DeCorleto
Richard B. and Sarah C. Hardy
David R. and Arlene K. Maack
Joseph D. Messler, Jr. 
Paul E. and Barbara J. Rogers
Richard G. Schulze
Paul D. Wykes 

Estates
Philip C. Beals
Nancy K. Ebbs
Marie E. Haller
Natalie W.  Vaughan

The George Washington 
Wells Society
(Individuals who have made a provision for the
museum in their estate plans)
Margaret S. and Louis J. Ahlbach
Richard A. Altman
George B. Arnold, Jr., and  
    Harriet T. Arnold
Nancy D. and Andrew M. Berliner
Constance M. Boyle
Joel E. and Thora F. Dumont
Shirley L. Dunbar
Marilyn Forke
Richard B. and Sarah C. Hardy
Marianne J. and John Jeppson
Lucille A. Langlois
Crawford and Ann G. Lincoln
Paul Damon Littlefield and  
    Jackie Littlefield
Jane C. Lyman
David R. and Arlene K. Maack
Alfred L. McKee, Jr. and Betsy W. McKee
Horace S. and Ruth Nichols
Pliny and Nancy Norcross
Arline W. Rayner
C. Sumner and Dorothy S. Roberts
Robert and Hannah Saltonstall
Ann Sargent
Richard G. Schulze
Mary Alice Waugh

Gifts in Kind
John D. Baron
Vivian J. and Edward Clarke
Bruce Craven
Winona Davenport
William L. and Peggy Dixon
John Dylewicz
John Ferrarone and Mary Beth Harrity
First Congregational Church of Kent
Michael J. and Leila L. Glaser
Mount Holyoke College
Doreen LePage
Ina B. Marx
Janet C. Moore
Daphne Stevens
Carolyn B. Thurber
Betty Upton
Yankee Spirits, Inc.
Yellow Inc.

2008 Gala
Committee Members
Ann Marie Argitis, Chairperson
John J. Argitis
Ann Marie Bellico
Richard Bellico
David Brough
Sandra Carroll
Angela Cheng-Cimini 
Michael Cimini   
Linda Connly
James Cottrell, Jr.
Suzanne Fantaroni
Anthony Fantaroni
Karri Galonek
Sherri Hostage   
Sara Hunt
Suzanne Johnson  
Michelle Matte
Mary O’Coin
Betsy Peppel
Margaret Pierce  
Janice Sosik
Matthew Sosik

Auction Donors
Ahearn Equipment
Antique Street
Giancarlo Arelli
Ann Marie and John Argitis
Tim Bardsley
Bella Mia Salon & Spa
Bellisimo Medi-Spa
Bello Opticians
Bemis Nursery
Dr. Stuart Bentkover
Boston Billiard Club
Boston Red Sox
Senator Stephen M. Brewer
Brier Patch Designs
Brown Forman
Carmella’s Italian Kitchen
Peggie Carr
Channel 7 Boston
Charles Riverboat Company
Michael Cimini and  
    Angela Cheng-Cimini
Cohasse Country Club
Conan O’Brien Show
Linda and Peter Connly
Coral Seafood
Cormier Jewelers
Cornerstone Creations
Country Bank for Savings
Davis Farmland & Davis Mega Maze
Donna DeCorleto
Dunroamin Country Club
Duskin Designs
Nancy Dussault Smith
Educated Grape
EMC Corporation
Anthony and Suzanne Fantaroni
Fine Lines
Fins & Tales Restaurant
Ryan Ford, Jostens
Four Guys in Tuxes
Dorothy Fullam
Karri Galonek
Richard and Sarah Hardy
N.F. Sheldon/Harley Davidson and Buell
Harrisville Golf Course
Hickory Ridge Country Club
Sherri and Tom Hostage
Ideal Pools
Jim’s Flying Service
Kaleidoscope Florals
Kanzaki Specialty Papers Inc.
Bruce and Jane Kolbe
Lamoureux Ford, Inc.
Tedd Levy
Crawford Lincoln
Joan McGrath
Tara McKenna
Medieval Manor
Joseph D. Messler, Jr.
New England Graphics
North Brookfield Savings Bank
Old Port Sea Grill and Raw Bar
Old Port Wine Merchants
Edith H. Overly
Park Place Salon
Portland Harbor Hotel
Red Lion Inn
Rovezzi’s Restaurant
Ruben’s Transportation
Rudi & Son Wine Importers
Salem Cross Inn
Matthew and Janice Sosik
Southbridge Gynecology and Skin Care
Spencer Savings Bank
Rick Stimets
Sturbridge Comfort Inn
Sturbridge Pottery
Tangleloft Boarding
TD Banknorth Massachusetts
Ted Heywood & Co
The Black Swan Loft and Gallery
Tiffany & Co
Two Right Feet
U.S. Trust
Vaillancourt Folk Art

Ron and Kathy Vairo
Dick Vaughn
Via Matta Restaurant
Wachusett Mountain Ski Area
Mason B. Wells
Wild Aire Farm
Wild Bird Crossing
Xtra Mart
Yankee Spirits

Sponsors and  
Advertisers:
All-Star Incentive Marketing
Balise Motor Sales Co.
Bollus Lynch
Ruth Boniface
Bowditch & Dewey
Central Worcester CVB
Comcast Spotlight
Consolidated Health Plans
Country Curtains
Cullitan & Fanning
D & D Welding & Salvage Corporation
D.J. Kaitbenski
Eagle Leasing Company
Edward Jones
G&F Industries
Richard and Catherine Gervasi 
Giavanello’s Italian Market
Hannah Street Consulting
Harrington Memorial Hospital
Hometown Bank
Incom, Inc.
Interiors by Sandee
JSL Asphalt, Inc.
Kanzaki Specialty Papers Inc.
Laurance S. Morrison Company Inc.
Law Offices of Robert E. George, P.C.
Load Controls
Mass Commercial Cleaning
McGrath Insurance Group, Inc.
Christopher Mehne 
Mirick, O’Connell, DeMallie &  
    Lougee, LLP
Morrill Funeral Home
Morse Lumber
Nature’s Classroom
Oakwood Farm Christmas Barn
On-Line Credit Card Services, Inc.
Overlook
Publick House Historic Inn
Quabaug Corporation
Rudi & Sons Wine Importers, Inc.
Savage Arms
Savers Bank
Schmidt Equipment
Smith & Jones Advertising
Southbridge Credit Union
Southbridge Hotel and Conference   
    Center
Southbridge Sheet Metal Works
Sterling Engineering Company, Inc.
Sturbridge Host Hotel and  
    Conference Center
United Lens Company, Inc.
Universal Tag
Ron and Kathy Vairo
Dr. Joseph A. Veneziano
Westview Farms Creamery
W. F. Young (Absorbine)
Xtra Mart Convenience Stores
Yankee Spirits

	
	

Operating Revenue and Support	 2009	  2008

	 Admissions	 $1,986,261	 $2,026,938

	 Memberships	 430,210	 409,198

	 Food Service	 167,793	 89,649

	 Rents & Royalties	 731,506	 726,735

	 Special Events and Programs	 616,237	 420,525

	 Gifts, Grants, Bequests	 1,169,554	 1,567,150

	 Investment Income	 0	 72,254

	 Assets Released from Restrictions	 1,342,620	 1,705,293

	 Other Income	 91,702	 49,396

     	       Total Revenue and Support	 $6,535,883	 $7,067,138

Expenses	
Program Services:

	 Education and Public Programs	 $3,481,349	 $3,284,353

	 Research, Curatorial, Library	 1,101,338	 1,259,573

	    Total Program Services	 4,582,687	 4,543,926

Supporting Services:	  

	 External Affairs	 1,630,473	 1,437,594

	 Merchandising & Food Service	 332,964	 453,614

	 General & Administrative	 1,256,738	 1,227,979	

	       Total Expenses	 $7,802,862	 $7,663,113

Selected Balance Sheet Accounts	

	 Investments at Market Value	 $6,030,069	 $7,813,168

	 Property, Plant, Equipment, and Collections (net)	 9,441,195	 9,763,277

	 Long-Term Debt	 2,455,416	 2,624,264

    	 Net Assets	 10,726,710	 14,627,776

To access the full audited financial report visit www.osv.org/financialreport

Old Sturbridge 

Incorporated 

financial 
summary
Fiscal Year 2008–2009
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Fireworks!

I N D E P E N D E N C E
“The Day…opened with the discharge of Cannon &  

the ringing of the Bell.…The cannon roared till Sundown,  
& the Evening was illumined with Rockets,  

& the Band gave great pleasure to the company.”

  Diary of William Bentley, pastor of the East Church in Salem, Massachusetts , July 4, 1804.

A short history of an American tradition
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F          ireworks have been a part of public celebrations since long before the Fourth of July   
    was anything more than another day in summer.  About a thousand years ago, the  
      Chinese invented gunpowder, and with it fireworks.  By the 1200s the wonders of  
    fireworks (and the horrors of gunpowder) traveled to Italy, which led the West in  
  fireworks innovation for centuries.  Kings and nobles commissioned fireworks for  
coronations, birthdays, weddings, and all sorts of celebrations.  

In America, fireworks predate independence, although public displays were urban phenomena. When the  
hated Stamp Act was repealed in 1766, in Boston a “liberty tree was decked with lanterns; bells and flags and  
music, illuminations and fireworks, proclaimed…the gratitude of the people…[John] Hancock illuminated his 
house and discharged fireworks in front of it from a stage….”  

After America’s independence was ratified, John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail that the day, “ought to be  
solemnized with Pomp and Parade, with Shows, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from  
one End of this Continent to the other from this Time forward forever more.”  

On July 4, 1777, the city of Philadelphia hosted a celebration that included fireworks. In country towns on  
Independence Day, “the mechanics generally laid aside their labor,” and “citizens” spent the day “generally in  
great hilarity. Flags were displayed by all who could command them.” But without urban wealth, concentrated 
populations, or large expanses of open water over which to safely discharge fireworks, rural residents made do  
with church bells, cannons, and muskets. 

Boston has long hosted Independence Day fireworks.  In 1805, Reverend William Bentley of Salem,  
Massachusetts, “walked to the Hill…& there we saw part of the display of fireworks in Boston.”  

However, the skyrockets over Boston that Rev. Bentley saw were not as spectacular as modern shows.  
He may have seen starbursts, serpents, and bright lights on tiny parachutes.  Iron and zinc filings added to the  
gunpowder made modest sparks, but early fireworks lacked the brightness and spectrum of vibrant colors we  
expect today. Early 19th-century pyrotechnicians experimented with a wide variety of additives to make  
fireworks appear in various colors, but the hues were faint at best and a complete waste in aerial displays.

Chemistry made great strides in the 19th century.  By the 1830s, Italian pyrotechnicians began adding artificial 
metallic compounds to fireworks, producing brighter, more vibrant colors. Sodium nitrate made a dazzling yellow; 
strontium chloride a vibrant red; barium chloride a true green; and copper chloride a deep blue. Gunpowder  
made with potassium chlorate burned faster and hotter, making the new colors even deeper and brighter.  

By the late 19th century, electricity allowed scientists to isolate magnesium and aluminum.  When ignited,  
these produce intense white light, making fireworks burn brighter and whiter.	

Today even more efficient oxidizers, electronic ignition systems, synchronized music broadcasts, and boundless 
human creativity continue to advance the pyrotechnician’s art.

July 4, 2008, marked the start of a new tradition at Old Sturbridge Village 
Fireworks on the Fourth.  For the first time, OSV added nighttime festivities to its already popular Independence 
Day Celebration.  

The sold-out crowd of 4,000 streamed into the Village behind a procession of costumed interpreters for three 
hours of music, magic, and family entertainment before heading to the countryside at dusk for the fireworks 
display. Some guests brought their own picnics, and others enjoyed the selection of beer, wine, food, and soft drinks 
offered for sale by the Village. Kids enjoyed old-fashioned sack races, pie-eating contests, 1830s-style Base Ball, and 
water balloon tosses, and the Common was packed with crowds enjoying “Lucky Bob the Comedic Juggler” and 
the Heritage String Band. 

Around 9:00 p.m. the crowd moved to the Freeman Farm to take up positions for fireworks viewing.  The fields 
were full of people sitting on blankets or in lawn chairs enjoying the balmy summer evening.  As dusk deepened 
and the very first fireworks shell burst into the sky, there was an audible gasp, and then nearly 4,000 people in 
unison said, 

VisitorO L D  S T U R B R I D G E 
V I L L A G E 

by Tom Kelleher, 
Curator of Historic Trades

Everybody loves a parade!



hese interrelated questions are at the heart 

of the newest permanent exhibit to open 

at Old Sturbridge Village: Farms, Families, 

and Change: New England Farming and  

Rural Life, which includes updated 

exhibits at the Fenno, Fitch, and Towne 

barns, as well as a brand-new exhibit – New England’s 

Changing Landscape across from the Blacksmith Shop.  

The Fenno Barn exhibit, Farming Life in New 

England, is an introduction to farming and how it has 

changed, and the Fitch Barn display, Tools of Agricultural 

Change, explores the changing technology in the early 

19th century. In the Towne Barn exhibit, A Revolution 

in Farming, visitors learn about changes in markets 

and transportation through interactive games, by 

climbing on a wagon loaded with goods for market, 

and by “milking” a life-size replica Devon cow.

New Exhibit Explores Farming, Food, and the Changing Landscape
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“Many people today have no idea where their 

food comes from,” notes Ed Hood, vice president of 

museum program at OSV, who supervised development 

of the new exhibit.  “This new exhibit shows how 

farming, food, and the landscape are connected and also 

ties into the growing ‘eat fresh, eat local,’ ‘Slow Food,’ 

movement gaining interest today.”

Farming was at the heart of New England’s 

economy, and its imperatives shaped the land and the 

culture. New England’s farm families were crucial  

actors in America’s social and economic transformation. 

Expanding their economic networks and developing 

new forms of production for the market, they fed the 

region’s growing cities and mill villages. 

This complex world of increasingly market-driven 

and improved farming was one of the crucial engines  

of change, although one that is often neglected in  

accounts of urban growth and the Industrial Revolu-

tion. “Farms, Families, and Change” provides engaging 

presentations of this history to all visitors to OSV and 

links the transformation of agriculture and rural life  

of the early 1800s to the shape of our world today. 

This visitor experience integrates with the Village’s 

ongoing demonstrations of historical livestock and 

agricultural work, along with three recently created 

self-guided visitor trails that explore New England’s 

landscape, past and present. 

 

Where does our food come from? 
How has farming and eating  
changed in the last 150 years? 
Why does the New England  
landscape look the way it does?
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Three years in the making, the 
exhibit is funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 
the Robert W. Booth Fund in the 
memory of George F. Booth at the 
Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation, and the George F.  
and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation.
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Did we mention the  
      blueberry pie-eating contest?

Fire Up for the 4th
Celebrate Independence Day – and night – at OSV, 

capped off by a spectacular July 4th fireworks display over the  

Village countryside. Daytime visitors can sign a giant Declaration  

of Independence and play 1830s-style “Base Ball.”  The Village will 

reopen at 6 p.m. (separate fee) for an evening of music, magic, and 

games followed by fireworks at dusk. Bring your own picnic, or 

enjoy beer, wine, soft drinks, sandwiches, and snacks for sale.  

Details and tickets: 1-800-SEE-1830;  www.osv.org

Family Fun Weekend
September 5–7
Celebrate summer one last time during Labor Day Weekend at the  

Village with games, crafts, and hoop relay races on the Common.  

Try your hand at plowing with the oxen and join a game of French 

& English (tug-of-war) large enough for the entire family.

Redcoats and Rebels
August 1–2 
Enjoy the largest Revolutionary War reenactment in New  

England, attracting more than 800 soldiers from 42 units  

portraying British, Hessian, Irish, Welsh, Scots, French, and  

Colonial troops. Watch mock battles, musket and cannon  

demonstrations, fife and drum music, marching, drilling,  

and more.  At “Twilight Encampment,” visitors can mingle  

with troops and chat around the campfires. 

Drummers’ Call
September 12 
Enjoy the sights and sounds of an old-fashioned fife-and-drum 

muster, featuring visiting corps that will drill, compete, and  

demonstrate their unique skills. Your heart will beat!

For times and details  
on all upcoming  
events at OSV please 
call 1-800-SEE-1830,  
or visit www.osv.org

And Every Day...Ride the Stagecoach
The popular OSV stagecoach is back, giving daily rides around the 

Common through the fall. Visitors can experience luxury travel 

1830s style by taking a ride in our museum-quality reproduction  

of the actual stagecoaches that traveled from Boston to Hartford. 

$5 with museum admission
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What better time to discover history with your family

Agricultural Exhibition
September 26–27 
This early 19th-century  

agricultural fair is a full day 

of early American farm fun, 

featuring a complete display of 

heirloom vegetables and other 

agricultural accomplishments  

in the Center Meetinghouse.   

Visitors can meet the Village 

oxen, examine period farm  

machinery, and try their own 

hands at plowing.

Music and Art Day
June 20 
What did 1830s New  

Englanders do for entertain-

ment? Without the Boston  

Pops, what kind of cultural 

atmosphere did they maintain 

and enjoy? Our own artists, 

musicians, and dancers provide 

some of the answers.

Fire and Ice
July 18
For fire, see an exciting  

demonstration of antique  

hand-pump fire trucks, and lend 

a hand to help pump the water. 

For ice, cool off with vintage 

ice-cream making. Popular 

flavors in the 18th and 19th 

centuries included gooseberry, 

ginger, and even asparagus ice 

cream.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discovery Camp
Weekdays through August 14
Summer Discovery Camps  

invite children (ages 6–17)  

to enjoy five days of fresh  

air and fun dressed in 1830s  

costume, exploring New  

England’s past through hands- 

on learning opportunities  

and a week of unforgettable 

adventure.  



The newly published third edition of the popular Old Sturbridge 
Village Cookbook gives today’s readers a realistic look at how New 
England families cooked in the early 1800s. Edited by Debra Friedman, 

OSV head of interpretation, and Jack Larkin, historian emeritus, it also provides 
authentic recipes from early America’s most popular cookbook – Lydia Maria 

Child’s The American Frugal Housewife – in a form that can be 
  reproduced in the modern kitchen.

                                                         
The cookbook contains more than 150 early  “receipts”  

or recipes, along with instructions for hearth cooking 
and adaptations for the modern kitchen. OSV  

Foodways Coordinator Ryan Beckman and  
Village staff members tested the recipes to find 
out just how Mrs. Child’s recipes should be 
prepared and how the results should taste.

Cookin’with OSVNEW

1 Old Sturbridge Village Road

Sturbridge, Mass 01566
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Museum Hours

April 4 through October 23, 2009  
Open Daily 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

October 24 through April 2, 2010  
Tuesday through Sunday 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Closed Christmas Day

1.800.SEE.1830    
www.osv.org

Available in OSV’s New England Book Store and online at www.ShopOSV.org 


