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What to Expect: 
Hands-On Workshops Guide for Educators

Registering for a Hands-On Workshop:
Register for a hands-on workshop for your class or school through our field trip website here: https://www.osv.org/education/field-trips/. 
On the Explorable Places registration site, you will be able to see where there is workshop availability and choose slots for your class. A few things to note about registering:
· Each workshop is for a class-sized group. If you are bringing four classes of students on your field trip, you will register for four workshop slots.
· Right now, we do not have the capability to allow teachers to choose specific workshops for their class. You can make requests on the form, however!
· Workshops are 50-minutes long.
· Each class participates in only ONE workshop during their session. They do not rotate between workshops.
· Workshop themes are: hearth cooking, printing, textiles, farm and garden, woodworking, and games. See descriptions of each of these workshops here: https://www.osv.org/education/field-trips/. 
Before your visit:
The workshop schedule is determined the week before your visit. If you would like to know which workshops your group will be participating in during your visit, please email us at osved@osv.org. The workshop schedule is subject to change.
Make sure to review and share the Chaperone Guide to OSV, which can be found on our website here: https://www.osv.org/content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Museum-Ed-Welcome-Packet-Materials-1.pdf.


When you arrive:
When you arrive at Museum Education, your buses will be greeted by Museum Educators, who will lay out the guidelines for your visit. The lead teacher should head inside Museum Education to the ticketing office, where they will confirm numbers, pay for the visit (if necessary), and receive maps and stickers for chaperones. Please make sure that you know the exact numbers of students, non-teacher chaperones, and school staff chaperones before coming to check in. No refunds will be made for drops in visitor numbers.
In the ticketing office, OSV staff will remind you of your workshop times. On rare occasions, we have to make last-minute adjustments to the workshop schedule due to cancelations, late arrivals, etc. Thank you in advance for your patience!
If you brought lunches, students can put those in the lunchroom on the metal shelves before heading into the Village. On busy field trip visitation days, you may receive an assigned lunchtime at check-in. 
Please make sure to dispose of any trash or cardboard containers after lunch.
Workshops:
At the time of your workshop, please return to Museum Education. Outside the entrance, you will find A-frame whiteboards with the time, name of your school, and then the class (ie. Class 1, Mr. Smith’s class, etc.). Have your classes line up behind the correct sign. A staff member will bring each group into the building, one at a time, to start their activity. 
During some of the workshops (farm and garden, hearth cooking, games, and woodworking), the class will be divided even further into two smaller groups. The two groups will be doing the same activities, just in a different order. 
Chaperones may be asked to assist with some activities during the workshops.
If you are planning on eating lunch during your visit, make sure that students leave enough time to eat before heading over to their workshops. Most groups store lunches in the Museum Education lunchroom upon arrival.
After your workshop and visit:
If your workshop involved a take-home element that you left at Museum Education after the workshop (for example, marbled paper that was left to dry), make sure to stop by the project pick up at Museum Ed to get your students’ items. They will be labeled with the time and workshop. Please take all of the materials, not just a particular student’s work.
Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions or comments, and we look forward to your visit!

Liz O’Grady
Director of Education, Field Trips & Youth Programs,
Old Sturbridge Village
eogrady@osv.org
(508) 347-0287
Updated 9/16/2025
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